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National Conference Inspiring to All

Travis Parker is breeding bean varieties optimized for 
organic production.

With funding form the Western Sus-
tainable Agriculture Research and 
Education program, graduate students 
at the University of California, Davis, 
have begun field tests on very rare 
commodities: high-yield, disease-resis-
tant bean varieties that can thrive on 
organic farms.  

“Most crops—about 95 percent—have 
been bred for conventional farming 
and can be difficult to grow in or-
ganic systems,” said Travis Parker, a 
Ph.D. student in plant biology who is 
leading the project. “These new bean 
varieties could make a big difference 
in performance and profitability of 
organic legumes like pinto, black and 
kidney beans, as well as heirloom-like 
varieties with high culinary quality.”

Parker recently received a $25,000 
graduate student grant from SARE. 
Parker is working with a team of 
student breeders under the guidance 
of Professor Paul Gepts, a bean genet-
icist with the UC Davis Department 

To celebrate 30 years of the Sustainable 
Agriculture Research and Education program 
– and plan the next 30 years of productive 
and sustainable American agriculture – nearly 
1,000 people gathered in St. Louis in April.

Western farmers and ranchers, SARE 
leaders, grant recipients and state di-
rectors joined colleagues from around 
the country at the three-day national 
SARE conference, titled “Our Farms, Our 
Future.”

New Mexico beekeeper Melanie Kirby, 
who is now pursuing a graduate degree at 
Washington State University, was one of 
the Westerners who made the trip.
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Growing a Heritage Grain

BKW Farms in Arizona grows sev-
eral types of wheat and grain. White 
Sonora wheat, a heritage grain they 
added in 2013, continues to be their 
most popular grain - so popular it 
sold out in 2017. They have planted 
much more than usual this year.

The farm started working on heri-
tage grains like White Sonora wheat 
with Chris Schmidt of Native Seeds/
SEARCH when Schmidt received 
a Western SARE grant in 2012. The 
project included other farm partners, 
along with people in the food indus-
try, such as Don Guerra, owner of 
Barrio Bread.  

“We were very grateful to work with 
Chris on growing the wheat and to 
have Don as a strong supporter of the 

whole idea of bringing back a wheat 
variety native to the region,” says 
BKW Farms’ President and Adminis-
trative Council member Brian Wong. 
Wong joined the Western SARE AC 
in 2016, after the project was funded 
and completed. 

Missionaries introduced this soft 
white wheat to the Southwest in the 
mid-1600s; however, by the 1960s 
White Sonora had almost gone out of 
production. BKW Farms was interest-
ed in the variety as it was known as a 
low water use crop and they wanted 
to see water savings. With the come-
back of White Sonora, local business-
es such as Barrio Bread and Dragoon 
Brewing Company are creating new 
products and introducing customers 
to its culinary qualities.

At the Western SARE AC meeting 
held in Tucson, Wong brought fresh 
batches of Barrio Bread for members 
and explained the story behind the 
bread and grain.

AC member Michelle Galimba “re-
members the bread well - it literally 
was some of the best bread I’ve eaten, 
and I’m a bit of a bread geek.  Hav-
ing heritage grains available must be 
so inspiring and fun for the baker to 
develop different flavors.”

What Helped This Comeback?

A handful of farmers had continued 
to dry farm White Sonora over the 

See GRAIN, page 4

Arizona Farm Finds Demand for Heritage Wheat

As SARE celebrates its 30th anniversary and looks towards the future, it is also appropriate to take a look back 
and see how much we have grown.  SARE began in 1988 with Congress appropriating $3.9 million for the SARE 
program. In 2018, Congress appropriated $35 million for the SARE program.  During this time, the SARE pro-
gram has grown in importance, and impact.  

Utah State University (USU) has administered the Western SARE program 
since 1994, taking over for the University of California, Davis.  USU has 
enthusiastically guided a program that has made substantial changes in our 
region’s agriculture and rural communities. We have overseen large growth 
since we took over in 1994. For example, as the program transferred, SARE 
managed one grants program – the Chapter 1 Research & Education grants. 
Western SARE now administers seven different grants programs, all of which 
have their own individual requirements.  

A few other highlights include:

•	 The number of grants funded increased from 13 in 1993 to 88 in 
2018.

•	 The amount of funding awarded to grants in the Western Region 
increased from $374,975 in 1993 to  to $4,831,551 in 2018.

•	 Western SARE has hosted seven sub-regional conferences and two 
conferences focused on strengthening agriculture’s infrastructure, 
thereby multiplying SARE’s impact.

Despite increasing the number of programs, we never strayed from our com-
mitment to engaging producers. In fact, we intentionally targeted producers 
by creating the Farmer/Rancher and the Professional + Producer grants 
programs. To ensure that we have future scientists and experts involved in 
sustainable agriculture, we created the Graduate Student program.  

All of the Western SARE staff at USU, past and present, are proud to have managed such an impactful program 
for 24 years. We have witnessed positive changes in our region’s agriculture.  Western SARE played a transfor-
mative role in production practices, such as the use of cover crops and changes in tillage practices.

As this is my last column for Simply Sustainable, I’d like to provide a couple of recommendations for the pro-
gram as it moves forward:

1. Please don’t forget Ag in the Middle. SARE assists farmers and ranchers of all sizes and has done good work 
reaching all audiences. That being said, the medium-size producers (Ag in the Middle) often fall through the 
cracks.  USDA has programs that primarily benefit small, urban farms and programs that primarily benefit 
large, corporate farms.  Ag in the Middle is often left out.  A large portion of our American agricultureis far 
away from an urban area.  Ag in the Middle flourishes in these remote areas, but is under siege – the farms 
and ranches are growing larger, yet many of the rural communities are dying.  Without a local community, and 
reasonable access to basic needs such as a grocery store, it is difficult – if not impossible – to have younger 
generations want to stay and take over those farms.  Research that helps Ag in the Middle remain economically 
viable, which in turn helps maintain vibrant and healthy rural communities, is key to supporting and maintain-
ing this essential component of our agriculture. It should be SARE’s role to help address their challenges – just 
as Western SARE has always done. 

See COORDINATOR, page 4 
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GRAIN: Old Variety Brings New Benefits
(continued from page 3)

Idaho Assesses the Demand for Local Food

years and donated seed to Native 
Seeds/SEARCH. After keeping the 
seed stock alive for thirty years, 
Native Seeds/SEARCH recognized a 
growing interest in heritage grains by 
sustainable agriculture and local food 
advocates and artisan bakers. 

In 2012, Western SARE funded a 
Professional + Producer project Pro-
duction, Milling and Marketing of Ar-
id-Adapted Heritage Grains in the Desert 
Borderlands to Increase Food Security 
led by Schmidt in partnership with 
local farmers, community non-profits, 
and researchers. 

The project involved five growers in 
Pima and Maricopa counties, a seed 
conservation and research organiza-
tion (Native Seeds/SEARCH), a food 
bank and associated production farm 
(Community Food Bank of South-
ern Arizona), an artisan-scale miller 
(Hayden Flour Mills), two regional 
heritage food marketing and promo-
tion non-profits (Santa Cruz Valley 
Heritage Alliance and Cultivate Santa 
Cruz), a historic preservation site 
(Tubac Historical Society), and a sus-
tainable agriculture demonstration 

Idaho communities are working to 
assess the impacts of increased demand 
for local foods by developing commu-
nity food assessments or starting a 
food systems organization such as food 
councils. 

One common next step for these 
communities, according to Extension 
Educator Lauren Golden and the Idaho 
SARE Advisory Committee, is to iden-
tify, prioritize, and justify projects that 
contribute in some way to improved 
food security and increased availability 
and consumption of local foods. The 
committee found that many Idaho com-
munities lack the ability to evaluate the 
economic impacts of local foods to indi-
vidual communities and to the state.

Golden received a Western SARE En-
hanced Professional Development Pro-
gram grant for the University of Idaho 
Extension to provide technical assis-
tance workshops tailored for individual 
communities. The grant will also fund 
a statewide conference focused on the 
economic analysis of local foods. 

“Food systems work is really taking-off 
in Idaho. But the communities are so 

spread out it’s 
challenging to 
learn what is 
happening in 
neighboring ar-
eas. It’s important 
to bring people 
together to learn 
from each other 
and see success-
ful models,” says 
Golden.

Nine communi-
ties applied for 
mini-grants, showing a good amount of 
interest in the state, and the top three 
were funded. Golden found additional 
funds to approve two more. The awards 
involve Extension, partnering with non-
profits or existing food councils.

The conference, Paying Farmers a Living 
Wage and Feeding Idaho Communities, 
will be held in October with some travel 
scholarships provided to those who at-
tended the community workshops fund-
ed by the mini-grants. The conference 
will highlight state projects and speak-
ers, looking at what is working well in 
the state. This would include farmers 

who have scaled up and are doing well, 
a mobile farmers market in Boise, and 
school districts that are successfully 
buying local foods.

Golden says the reason for highlight-
ing state projects is the importance of 
“showcasing models that are working in 
Idaho.” 

“Because our state is often slower to 
shift to more progressive tactics for im-
proving the food system, we want to fo-
cus on what models are working in our 
state. This way the attendees can learn 
from what fits in our state, currently.”

The conference will also have a panel 
discussion about a statewide policy 
council, linking local food policy coun-
cils, to see if communities can gain more 
leverage on policy and get more institu-
tional buy-in. University research on the 
economic impacts of farmers markets 
on the community will be showcased, 
as well as survey results of restaurants 
and large buying institutions and the 
gaps and possible solutions to meeting 
their needs.

Golden believes the community work-
shops and statewide conference will 
have a large impact, ultimately helping 
farms of all sizes and increase communi-
ty resiliency. 

“We hope that the project will help 
combine different communities’ efforts 
and provide a channel to impact state 
level change.”

A farmers’ market in Boise.

site and training center at a non-prof-
it eco-village (Avalon Organic Gar-
dens).

“Our grain cooperative achieved 
marked success in restoring White 
Sonora wheat to local production 
and use, far beyond what we expect-
ed to realize,” Schmidt said. “For 
the first time in decades, this local 
wheat landrace is being grown on 
significant acreage and is available 
for purchase in multiple forms at a 
large number of outlets, as well as at 
restaurants, bakeries and breweries.”

Outcomes from the project include an 
increase in the seed supply of White 
Sonora wheat from 2,500 pounds in 
2012 to over 50,000 pounds in 2014; 
expansion of the network of growers 
from six in 2012 to 10 in 2014; and an 
expansion of consumer acceptance. 
Importantly, the project demonstrat-
ed a reduction in water and fertilizer 
use among participating farmers, 
compared to conventional varieties.

For more information, visit proj-
ects.sare.org/sare_project/ow12-
010/, bkwazgrown.com/content/
grains, barriobread.com/, and 
dragoonbrewing.com/

Western SARE
2017 Annual
Report Available

Western SARE has released its second 
annual report, in which we highlight 
some of the great work being done in 
the West. Stories include: 

• Hill Climbing Cows
• Flower Strips for Bees
• Rangeland Restoration
• Reindeer Herding and Youth
• Organic Certification Toolkit
• Traditional Island Agroforestry
• Tomato Shading
• Compost Heating for High Tun-

nels
• Restoring Traditional Foods in 

the Four Corners
• Fighting Fusarium Wilt

The report also lists all projects fund-
ed during 2017 as well as funding 
levels by state, program, and subject 
area.

The 16-page report can be down-
loaded at westernsare.org/Learn-
ing-Center/act-Sheets/2017-Annu-
al-Report

COORDINATOR: Speak up for SARE

ANNUAL 
REPORT

2017 
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(continued from page 2)

2. Supporters of SARE – speak up and 
become more involved. SARE is a 
grass-roots organization. Communi-
cate with the Administrative Council 
and let it know your needs.  SARE just 
received a nice funding increase, so 
now is an excellent time to let your 
voices, and needs, be heard.  

Likewise, Land Grant leaders, large ag 
organizations, and decision makers 
need to hear about the good work 
that SARE does.  They need to hear 
that “We need help addressing agri-
cultural challenges in the West and 

SARE is key to helping us do this.”  

On September 1, 2018, Montana 
State University will become the host 
institution for Western SARE and con-
tinue the work to advance the SARE 
mission.  

I have appreciated my time with 
Western SARE and close collaboration 
with wonderful staff, AC members, 
and state coordinators. I look forward 
to watching the program’s progress in 
the future. 
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“I got my first SARE grant back in 
2007, and my second in 2012, focused 
on queen bee breeding,” she said. 
“I’m here to learn what others are 
doing and to present a poster on my 
recent project.”

Like SARE itself, the conference 
focused on practical information for 
farmers and ranchers, often present-
ed by farmers and ranchers. Presen-
tations were grouped into categories 
like building soil health with cover 
crops, developing local food systems, 
and urban agriculture. There were 
also several specific production-ori-
ented tracks focused on topics such 
as beef and dairy grazing, pig and 
poultry production, and fruit and 
vegetable production.

Oregon grower Darrel Smith just re-
turned to farming, growing hazelnuts 
on 13.5 acres outside Portland.

“My family farmed when I was a kid, 
then there was a long gap,” he said. 
“I was called back to farming, so I 
guess I’m a new old farmer.”

Smith’s primary interest at the con-
ference was learning more about 
cover cropping as a way to not just 
protect soil, but enhance it over time. 
It was one of the most popular tracks 
at the conference, with speakers shar-
ing their philosophies, practices and 
experience.

Smith also illustrated one of the con-
ference’s main purposes – connecting 

people wanting to 
farm sustainably 
with others who 
can help. In Smith’s 
case, that was 
Washington State 
University gradu-
ate student Xiaochi 
Ma, who got a 2017 Western SARE 
grant to study subsurface micro-irri-
gation in vineyards. Ma presented a 
short talk on his research.

“After my talk, Darrel Smith contact-
ed us and expressed his willingness 
to collaborate on our future project,” 
Ma said. “That shows one of the im-
pacts the conference wanted to bring 
– enhancing connections between 
researchers and farmers.” 

 Ma’s SARE-funded project will end 
this year and he’s scheduled to  grad-
uate next year. But he’s not leaving 
the field.

“I will continue to work on sustain-
able agriculture to help enhance 
crop production and environmental 
health,” he said. “I want to help the 
SARE program fulfill its long-term 
goals.”

Extension agent Michael Ogo was 
one of hardiest travelers to the con-
ference, coming with several others 

from the Northern 
Marianas Islands.

“I do agricultural 
extension in Saipan, 
and have helped 
people get West-
ern SARE Farmer/

Rancher Grants,” he said. “They 
have a long history of helping in our 
community, supporting people trying 
to learn what we can do to make our 
food systems more sustainable.”

Ogo didn’t spend a lot of time in the 
cover-crop talks.

“I’m attending a lot of the livestock 
sessions,” he said. “I’m very interest-
ed in the waste-management aspects 
and finding out more. We have a 
fragile ecosystem and need to protect 
our island environment.”

And Ogo, like many others at the 
conference, wasn’t just there for his 
own education, either.

“I’m here to learn more and bring it 
home to share with my colleagues,” 
he said.

In addition to providing information about current sustainable practices, the conference also 
looked at what the next 30 years of sustainable agriculture might look like, and what it will 
take to keep American agriculture both productive and sustainable. Some of those ideas 
included:

•	 Changing the risk relationship between farmers and the rest of the food supply chain to 
better share the risk.

•	 Developing a new economic framework that allows farmers to manage their farms 
sustainably and live above poverty levels.

•	 Change the way people see food and farms so consumers don’t just think food comes 
from the grocery store, and do recognize that farms can be anywhere.

Speaker Anna Jones-Crabtree, who runs Montana organic operation Vilicus Farms with her 
husband, summed it up perfectly.

“Don’t settle for what you think is doable,” she told the gathering. “There’s a lot of creative 
energy here, so use that energy to solve problems in your location. Because that’s what 
sustainability is.”

Beekeeper Melanie Kirby discusses her SARE-funded research at the Our Farms, Our 
Future conference.

CONFERENCE: Attendees learned and shared with fellow sustainable ag enthusiasts in St. Louis

What Does the Next 30 Years Look Like?

The “Our Farm, Our Future” conference packed the Hyatt Hotel ballroom in St. Louis.

Oregon State University master’s student Brian Hill discussed his SARE-funded work in 
soil solarization at a poster session.

(continued from page one)
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New Mexico State University Researchers Team Up to Tackle Chile Pests 
In New Mexico, the chile 
pepper is king. Hay is grown 
on 40 times the acreage and 
pecans rack up nearly 4.5 
times the farm sales, but you 
don’t see either of those crops 
on the “Welcome to New 
Mexico” signs as you drive 
into the state. 

You see red and green chiles.

Chile isn’t a crop, it’s culture. When the summer’s crop ripens, families gather 
to roast, peel and freeze chile for the upcoming year. New Mexicans - natives 
and transplants alike - know the names of the different varieties grown in the 
state - Big Jims, Jalmundos, 64s - and argue about the proper way to prepare 
them. People have favorite varieties, favorite recipes and favorite dishes 
at local restaurants. Like Florida citrus and Idaho potatoes, New Mexico’s 
identity is tied to a crop.

But for all its importance, chile is not 
robust. Insects eat chile. Diseases kill 
chile. Weeds outcompete chile.

“It’s a bit of a wimpy crop,” said 
Steve Thomas, a nematologist in 
the New Mexico State University 
Department of Entomology, Plant 
Pathology and Weed Science. 
“Everything likes to attack chile, and 
if you look at it wrong, it dies.”

Fortunately, New Mexico State 
University is one of the crop’s biggest 
supporters. It’s home to the Chile 
Pepper Institute, which conducts 
chile research and develops new 
varieties, and  brings its unique 
structure and integrated focus 
to protect chile from the weeds, 
diseases, nematodes and insects that 
make it so difficult to grow profitably.

“This department is unique in the 
country, having those disciplines 
all together,” said Soum Sanogo, 
a fungal plant pathologist in the 
department. “There are challenging 
interactions among several pests 
and pathogens, and this integrated 
structure helps us understand those.”

Now new research funded by  
Western SARE is looking at ways 
to control weeds and diseases 

simultaneously. Project Director Brian 
Schutte, a weed scientist, explained.

“We know reducing the weed seed 
bank in fields is important for chile 
growers,” he said. “And there’s also 
a reservoir of fungal pathogens in the 
soil as well. This research is looking 
at tactics to address both issues at 
once.”

Specifically, the project will 
investigate whether biofumigation 
using crushed mustard seed can 
work to suppress the diseases and 
weeds that plague chile growers.

“We know that mustard seed meal, 
when incorporated into the soil 
under the right conditions, provides 
some suppression of the fungal 

pathogens,” Schutte explained. 
“And there’s some literature that it 
also provides some degree of weed 
control. We want to combine that 
treatment with stale seed beds to 
see if it’s economically beneficial for 
growers.”

Schutte is building on previous 
research funded by the Western 
Integrated Pest Management Center 
that developed an economic model 
showing how important it can be 
for growers to keep weeds in check. 
Fewer weeds can mean fewer 
hoeings during the season, which is 
critical because hand labor is a huge 
expense for growers.

“One of the nice parts of the SARE 
project is that it has a strong outreach 

component,” Schutte said. “We’ll be 
able to present the model developed 
in the IPM Center project to a new set 
of growers.”

Chile pepper is planted in March 
and April in the Southwest, and 
harvested from August to the end of 
October, depending on the variety. 

So while the bulk of the work is 
planned for the 2019 growing season, 
Schutte and Sanogo are getting 
started now, ordering mustard seed 
meal, recruiting farmers for the 
on-farm trials and getting graduate 
students involved in the project. 

Learn more: projects.sare.org/
sare_project/sw18-059/

Brian Schutte in a research plot of chile. Chile peppers ripening in the New Mexico sun.
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A Message from the Incoming Coordinator

INCOMING
WESTERN SARE 

REGIONAL 
COORDINATOR

FABIAN MENALLED

For the last 30 years, Western SARE has facilitated research and 
educational activities towards “an enduring American agriculture of 
the highest quality (that) is profitable, protects the nation’s land and 
water and is a force for a rewarding way of life for farmers and ranchers 
whose quality products and operations sustain their communities and 
society.” As the Regional Host institution, Utah State University played a 
fundamental role in Western SARE’s success, which ultimately resulted 
in advances in the environmental, economic, and social well-being of 
rural communities across the Western U.S. 

Starting September 1, Western SARE will be hosted by Montana State 
University. As the next Western SARE regional coordinator, I want to 
express my deep appreciation to the Utah team for their contributions 
to Western SARE.  

I am persuaded that in the face of unprecedented population growth, 
shifts in consumer demands, food-related public health concerns, 
unpredictable environmental changes, and market and economic 
challenges, supporting grassroots research and education on sustainable 
agricultural production is imperative. These producer-centered research 
and education initiatives should apply a comprehensive framework 
grounded in the environmental, social, and economic pillars of 
sustainable agriculture. 

In this dynamic environment, the Montana State-Western SARE team is 
committed to promote research and education opportunities to address 
producers’ identified problems that hinder agricultural sustainability. We recognize that the challenges and 
opportunities of reaching a large and diverse audience are amplified in the Western U.S.; a vast and diverse 
region that encompasses numerous production systems and socio-economic contexts within its 17 states 
and territories. We are committed to serve a vast audience, and we aim at increasing the participation of 
underserved and underrepresented groups in the sustainable transformation of Western U.S. agriculture.

In this context, the implementation of a regional research and education program in sustainable agriculture 
requires us to search for innovations to answer novel and urgent questions. Which technological 
breakthroughs are needed to apply agro-ecological knowledge in the design and management of 
sustainable food systems? Which agricultural practices would preserve land resources such as soil and 
water? How do we establish efficient networks for sharing information and practices among farmers and 
ranchers, agricultural educators, researchers and students, and agency personnel in support of sustainable 
approaches to agricultural production? Which tools are needed to effectively transfer the generated 
knowledge to policymakers and advocacy groups? 

Embracing sustainability is an amazing journey that requires outmost creativity and collaboration. I believe 
the ground is fertile and the time is right for investing in efforts towards agricultural sustainability. I am 
looking forward to the next 30 years of Western SARE. Let’s work together so that in 2048 the Western 
Region will be 30 times more sustainable!

           Fabian Menalled      

(continued from page one)

Beautiful beans.

BEANS: Better varieties for organic ag 
of Plant Sciences. The bean project is 
part of a larger plant-breeding effort 
at UC Davis to develop new variet-
ies of tomatoes, peppers, beans and 
other vegetable crops that can flour-
ish in both organic and conventional 
systems.

Why breeding matters 

To create a winning variety, breeders 
cross plants with desired traits and 
select the best offspring over multiple 
generations. It takes several years of 
plot testing to give birth to a variety 
good enough to name and sell.

With each new generation of crops, 
breeders pick plants that perform 
well in the system in which they are 
being raised. That’s usually conven-
tional farming, which is the most 
common system. Conventional agri-
culture uses some inputs that organic 
farmers don’t use, such as synthetic 
pesticides and fertilizers. As a result, 
those crops can be tricky for organic 
farmers to grow because they are not 
necessarily well suited to organic 
production.

The SARE grant will support the 
team’s ongoing efforts to identify 
the genetic basis of important traits, 
develop tools to accelerate the time it 
takes to measure traits as plants grow 
in the field and—ultimately—release 
new varieties specifically bred for 
high performance on organic farms.

“We have begun trials on virus-re-
sistant lines in fields on campus and 
on farms in California,” Parker said. 
“We hope to have varieties available 
for commercial production soon after 
2020.”

The beauty of beans 

Legumes are nutritious and especial-
ly important to sustainable agricul-
ture. They contain symbiotic bacteria 

in their roots that produce nitrogen 
compounds, which feed the crop and 
enrich the soil even after harvest.

“That’s why beans are so useful in 
rotation with other crops,” Parker 
said. “Plus, dry beans have a long 
shelf life so farmers can store them 
and sell them according to market 
conditions.”

But conventionally bred beans can 
present a challenge for organic farm-
ers. With limited use of herbicides, 
organic farmers have trouble con-
trolling the weeds that battle young 
crops for water, sun and food. 

To address that, Parker and his team 
are breeding fast-growing plants 
that can outcompete weeds. The 
new varieties will grow tall enough 
to shade out weeds without tipping 
over, making it easier for organic and 
conventional farmers to use tractors 
to mechanically control weeds. 

 

The bean project is part of a larger 
effort UC Davis launched in 2015. 
Funded by a $1 million grant from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
the UC Davis Plant Breeding Center 
is working with the Organic Seed Al-
liance and organic growers in Califor-
nia to set priorities and develop new 
crop varieties. 

Students are leading the project as 
part of the center’s innovative efforts 
to train a new generation of plant 
breeders.

“We want to give our plant-breeding 
students experience with real cultivar 
development that results in products 
that growers and seed producers 
want,” said Professor Charlie Brum-
mer, director of the UC Davis Plant 
Breeding Center. “This project lets us 
put those pieces together in a very 
meaningful and exciting way.”

Learn more: projects.sare.org/
sare_project/gw18-062/
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CORRECTION
In the Winter 2017 issue the 
authors’ names for “Read-
ing the Farm” were left out. 
The article was written by 
Kathleen Painter, University 
of Idaho, and Patrick Byers, 
University of Missouri. 
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New Podcast Series Spotlights Sustainable Ag
The Our Farms, Our Future podcast series 
brings together the sustainable agriculture 
community for thought-provoking conver-
sations about the state of agriculture, how 
we got here, and where we’re headed. With 
each episode we hope to share different 
perspectives within the sustainable agricul-
ture community while tackling such topics 
as building resilient farming systems, farm 
profitability, and fostering community through 
local food systems.

This series is being produced in conjunction 
with the Our Farms, Our Future conference, 
which was held in April to coincide with 
SARE’s 30th anniversary.

Listen at: sare.org/Events/Our-Farms-Our-Future-Conference/Our-Farms-
Our-Future-Podcast-Series?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_
campaign=Podcast+%232&utm_medium=email


