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   Teaching Growers to Know their Friends and Foes 
 

Sustainable Agriculture Fact Sheet            August 2017 
Crops: Alfalfa, wheat, corn, potatoes, mint, vegetables and others         
Need: Provide knowledge and tools to Columbia Basin growers to practice integrated pest management 
States: Oregon, Washington and Idaho                                          
 

Background: To manage pests in an integrated, holistic fashion, growers have to be able to identify 
them. They have to be able to recognize enemies – insects, weeds and diseases that will cause them 
economic harm – and realize that not all bugs or blotches on their plants are enemies. Some are 
beneficial insects that prey on damaging pest, fungi or viruses, and others neither help nor harm the 
growers’ crops.  
 

The Problem: Agriculture in the Columbia Basin in eastern Oregon and Washington and western Idaho 
has seen many of the area’s most experienced growers retire. They’ve been replaced with a number of 
young crop consultants who work for many farms, or young area managers for some of the region’s 
large farming operations. This new generation didn’t all have the entomology, plant pathology, and 
weed science background to be able to fully embrace integrated pest management approaches that can 
save growers money and reduce human health and environmental risks of pest management.   
 

The Research: With funding from Western SARE, Washington State University, Oregon State University 
and the University of Idaho developed and delivered a series of “train-the-trainer” workshops targeted 
to the region’s young agriculturists.  The program received its first funding in 2009. Classes are limited to 
20 participants at a time, and so far the program has trained over 140 people to date without counting 
how many more our trainees have trained themselves.     
 

“The first program was focused just on insects,” said Silvia Rondon, an extension entomologist at Oregon 
State’s Hermiston Agriculture Research and Extension Center. “We taught them how to collect and 
identify insects, and sent them home with all the supplies they would need to begin their own 
collections – sweep nets, killing jars, tweezers, pinning boards to mount insects.”  
 The workshop now extends over three full days, with days devoted to plant diseases, insects and weeds. 
All classes are hand-on mixing traditional classroom classes and outdoor activities.  
 

The Impact: Attendees are required to provide 10 hours of training to others, and most go well beyond 
that. Trainers estimate that 15 to 25 percent of trainees are adopting integrated pest management 
principles into their farming practices, and training others in their companies in IPM as well. And the first 
IPM practice that’s being implemented is identification. All three universities have seen increases in the 
number of submission to their diagnostic labs from the people they’ve trained and the people those 
trainees are advising. Class material is available at http://extension.oregonstate.edu/umatilla/ipm  
 

The Challenges Ahead: Budget challenges at university systems throughout the West threaten these 
and other extension efforts that focus on getting useful research into the hands of growers.  
 

Links: 
Overview: http://www.westernsare.org/Learning-Center/From-the-Field/Columbia-River-Basin-
Growers-Learn-their-Pest-Enemies 
Project reports: https://projects.sare.org/sare_project/EW09-001/; 
https://projects.sare.org/sare_project/EW14-031/ 
 

More information: Silvia Rondon, Oregon State University, silvia.rondon@oregonstate.edu, (541) 567-
8321 
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