
S aving Money and Improving 

Landscapes was recently 

selected as a national finalist 

for the National Association of 

County Agricultural Agents 

Communications Award in the 

category of Learning Module. 

The project was funded by the 

Western SARE Professional 

Development Program. The 

module was created to educate 
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A s the Xerces Society imple-

ments their Pollinator Con-

servation Planning Short 

Courses in the western region, 

they are already showing signs 

of impact and interest among 

their targeted audience. The 

Western SARE Professional De-

velopment Program provided 

the organization $90,906 for 

their project (EW10-018) in 

2010 to make in-depth pollina-

tor conservation training avail-

able to farm educators and re-

source conservation profession-

als in the western states. Spe-

cifically, the Pollinator Conser-

vation Planning Short Course 

will be conducted in 11 states 

with the support of multiple 

partner organizations. This pro-

ject is one of the few that has 

been funded in each of the four 

SARE regions. 

 Pollinators are necessary for 

the reproduction of more than 

two-thirds of the worldõs crop 

species, including alfalfa seed 

and numerous fruits and vege-

tables grown in the West. To-

day, these native pollinators 

are more important than ever 

WESTERN SARE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT WINS N ATIONAL  RECOGNITIO N  

X ERCES SOCIETY  I MPACTS POLLINATOR  
CONSERVATION WITH  PDP FUNDING  

as honey bees become more 

expensive and difficult to ac-

quire because of disease, pests 

and Colony Collapse Disorder. 

Protecting, enhancing or provid-

ing a natural habitat on farms 

is the best way to conserve na-

tive pollinators and, at the 

same time, support local honey 

bees.  

 In addition to the large num-

ber of crops impacted by native 

pollinators in the West, the Con-

servation Reserve Program 

(CRP) sign-ups are also driving 

demand, according to Eric 

Mader, Assistant Pollinator Pro-

gram Director for the Xerces 

Society. For the first time, the 

CRP rules have made native 

pollinator habitat conservation 

a priority. Currently, there are 

almost 60,000 acres enrolled 

to enhance native pollinator 

habitats. The projectõs targeted 

audience of NRCS, Extension, 

continued on page 4 

stock distribution and reduce 

hay costs, 3) finishing bison 

and livestock less expensively 

by offering a choice of foods, 

and 4) using low-stress han-

dling to improve forage utiliza-

tion, animal productivity and 

riparian health. Videos inte-

grate current information and 

agricultural professionals and 

ultimately producers about the 

economic benefits of under-

standing and modifying live-

stock behavior.  

 The DVD contains four videos 

showing how producers can 

save time and money by:  1) 

training cattle to eat most 

weeds, 2) using molasses 

blocks in fall to improve live-

Pollinator Conservation Planning Short Courses 

continued on page 4 
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T he summer doldrums 

have seemed to hit many 

of the centers of decision-

makers across the nation. It 

may appear to some of us that 

the winds of wise and prudent 

political action have given way 

to the doldrums of stagnant 

pre-election posturing.  In 

addition, there seems to be an 

epidemic of pessimism across 

the nation. In sharp contrast, I 

have always enjoyed the ever-

present and productive 

positivism associated with 

those who are engaged in 

sustainable agriculture 

research and education. As I 

visit the various SARE 

research and education 

projects throughout the 

western region, there is rarely 

a researcher, adult-educator, 

collaborator, on-farm or on-

ranch cooperator who does 

not, at some point in our 

conversation, express the joy 

or the thrill of being involved 

in something that will make 

our life on this planet a bit 

more sustainable. I always 

come away from project visits 

with a renewed optimism for 

the long-term future of food 

and fiber production across 

the globe. 

 So, although the political 

and budgetary future of many 

important research and 

education programs seem to 

be in peril, there is still much 

to be celebrated in the 

breadth of accomplishments 

of Western SARE projects from 

the southern-most U.S. 

Agricultural Experiment 

Station (in American Samoañ

at roughly the same southern 

latitude as Salvador, Brazil) to 

our northern-most experiment 

station in Fairbanks, Alaska.  

We must not allow ourselves 

to be lulled into the paralysis 

of pessimism that appears to 

be gripping much of our 
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country.  With our recently 

approved FY-2011 funding 

(see list on page 3), Western 

SARE has over $3.1 million 

invested in the many research 

and education competitive 

grants programs.  Western 

SARE also has a new infusion 

of over $1 million to invest in 

the Westõs PDP (Professional 

Development Program, òTrain 

the Trainersó) related projects. 

Over 30 new research and 

education and 20 PDP 

proposals have been 

approved for funding by the 

Western Region SARE 

Administrative Council (our 

Congressionally-specified 

òboard of directorsó). 

 I, for one, am proud to be 

associated with such an 

admirable program with such 

dedicated coworkers and 

supporters. Regardless of the 

summertime political 

quagmires that seem to be 

proliferating, the Western 

SARE program continues to 

move forward under the 

leadership of a seasoned 

Administrative Council. I see 

western farms and ranches 

moving closer to true 

sustainability. I see ranchers, 

farmers and agricultural 

professionals who are imbued 

with a new resolve to become 

more sustainable. New 

initiatives are being planned, 

new subcontracts are being 

awarded and the numbers of 

proposals continues to 

increase. Fortunately, there is 

no time for stopping long 

enough to be engulfed in 

pessimism. The positive 

attitudes of SARE researchers 

and educators keep us far 

away from the quick sands of 

pessimism.  

 We, of the combined SARE 

staff, remain optimistic about 

the future of the sustainable 

agriculture movement. We 

truly hope that you can sense 

the optimism of sustainability 

as well. 

by V. Philip Rasmussen, Coordinator 
Western SARE Program 
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ò I have always enjoyed 
the ever-present and 
productive positivism 
associated with those 
who are engaged in 

sustainable agriculture 
research and 

educationé We must 
not allow ourselves to be 
lulled into the paralysis 
of pessimisméó 

 
ñ V. Philip Rasmussen, 

 Western SARE 
Coordinator 
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T he Western SARE 

Administrative Council 

approved funding for 43 grants 

totaling $2,717,631 in the 

2011 grant cycle. The four 

grant programs are Research 

& Education (7 grants at 

$1,456,027), Producer (17 

grants at $290,991), 

Professional + Producer (6 

grants at $286,284) and 

Professional Development 

Program (8 grants at 

$584,652).  

 We have also included in 

this article the Graduate 

Student Grants that were 

approved in July 2010 for the 

2011 cycle (5 grants at 

$99,677). 

 Full descriptions of each 

grant and contact information 

for the Principal Investigator 

can be found at http://

www.westernsare.org/

Projects/Funded-Projects-by-

Year/2011-Projects. 

 The funded grants by state 

are: 

 

Arizona: 

 

Producer Grant: FW11-017, 

òAgricultural Soil Amendment 

Project (ASAP),ó Principal 

Investigator: Bill Edwards, 

$14,870.  

Producer Grant: FW11-033, 

òNavajo Crop Demonstration 

Project,ó Principal Investigator: 

Ernesto Zamudio, $30,000. 

 

California: 

 

Producer Grant: FW11-037, 

òUse of Wood Ash as Soil 

Amendment on Annual 

Rangeland,ó Principal 

Investigator: Mel Thompson, 

$28,995.  

Graduate Student Grant: 

GW11-001: òPastured Poultry/

Crop Systems and Their Effect 

on Food Safety, Farm 

Economy, and Soil Quality,ó 

Principal Investigator: 

Kathleen Hilimire, $24,807. 

Graduate Student Grant: 

GW11-012, òFacilitating 

Integrated Weed Management 

in California Rice: Predicting E. 

spp. and C. diff. Emergence 

Across Heterogeneous 
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Growing Environments,ó 

Principal Investigator: Mark 

Lundy, $17,120. 

Professional + Producer Grant: 

OW11-318, òPomo Tribal 

Supported Agriculture 

Program,ó Principal 

Investigator: Terri McCartney, 

$49,963.  

Research and Education 

Grant: SW11-116, òIntegrated 

Rotation Systems for Soil 

Borne Disease, Weed and 

Fertility Management in 

Strawberry/Vegetable 

Production,ó Principal 

Investigator: Carol Shennan, 

$218,424.  

Professional Development 

Program Grant: EW11-029, 

òCal Poly Professional 

Development Compost 

Training and Establishment of 

the Cal Poly Compost Project,ó 

Principal Investigator: Hunter 

Francis, $57,582. 

 

Colorado: 

 

Producer Grant: FW11-010, 

òAlternative Crops to Diversify 

the Traditional Winter Wheat/

Fallow Cropping System in 

Northwest Colorado,ó Principal 

Investigator: Mike Williams, 

$29,821.  

Graduate Student Grant: 

GW11-019, òImpacts of 

Reduced Nitrogen Application 

During Late Growing Season 

on Potato Tuber Quality and 

Profitability,ó Principal 

Investigator: Henry 

Castleberry, $24,490. 

 

Guam: 

 

Producer Grant: FW11-047, 

òVermicomposting: Expanding 

Herb Production on Guam by 

Enhancing Soil Quality with 

Vermicompost,ó Principal 

Investigator: Ike Guerrero, 

$14,250.  

 

Hawaii: 

 

Professional + Producer Grant: 

OW11-308, òControl of Coffee 

Berry Borer and Increase of 

Coffee Yields using Surround 

WP (kaolin),ó Principal 

Investigator: Shawn Steiman, 

$47,648.  

Professional + Producer Grant: 

OW11-309, òTraining Livestock 

to Eat Weeds in the Tropical 

Pacific and Evaluating the 

Effects on Meat Quality for 

Stronger Ranch Profits,ó 

Principal Investigator: Matthew 

Stevenson, $49,610. 

Professional + Producer Grant: 

OW11-310, òMaster Farmer 

Workshop Series,ó Principal 

Investigator: Diana King, 

$49,812.  

Research and Education 

Grant: SW11-052, òDeveloping 

Sustainable Pest Control 

Practices Against Major Pests 

in Papaya in Hawaii,ó Principal 

Investigator: Leyla Kaufman, 

$148,174.  

Research and Education 

Grant: SW11-055, òReducing 

Pacific Island Growersõ 

Reliance on Off-Island Fertilizer 

Sources through Improved 

Awareness and Efficient Use of 

Local Inputs,ó Principal 

Investigator: Theodore 

Radovich, $284,070. 

Professional Development 

Program Grant: EW11-014, 

òHawaiõi Community-Based 

Food Security,ó Principal 

Investigator: Craig Elevitch, 

$58,520.  

 

Idaho: 

 

Producer Grant: FW11-032, 

òGoat Meat is Great!,ó 

Principal Investigator: Evelyn 

Simon, $7,799. 

Research and Education 

Grant: SW11-122, 

òIncorporating Cover Crops 

and Green Manure in High-

Desert Organic and 

Conventional Farming 

Systems,ó Principal 

Investigator: Lauren Hunter, 

$47,628.  

Professional Development 

Program Grant: EW11-019, 

òForage and Pasture 

Educational Program for 

Professionals in the 

Northwest,ó Principal 

Investigator: Glenn 

Shewmaker, $93,808. 

 

Full descriptions of  all 
funded grants can be 

found online at: 
www.westernsare.org/P

rojects/Funded-
Projects-by-

Year/2011-Projects. 

continued on page 5 
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Farm Service Agency and other 

technical service providers is 

assisting growers to get their 

conservation practices estab-

lished on this acreage. 

 After completing short 

courses in other areas of the 

country, the project is in the 

beginning stages in the West; 

however, according to Mader, 

òwithout exception, the short 

courses in the West have been 

fantastic for us and for the par-

ticipants.ó Originally budgeted 

for thirty participants, the short 

courses are often at or above 

capacity, frequently with 100 

registrations. Western SARE 

provides funding for the first 30 

participants, and the Xerces 

Society has leveraged funds in 

order to charge additional par-

ticipants for training materials 

only.  Due to the demand, they 

hope to increase the number of 

short courses per state by rais-

ing funds from the private sec-

tor. 

 The Xerces Society is using 

both pre- and post-short course 

evaluations with attendees to 

gauge their knowledge about 

course topics and expectations 

for the course. They then con-

duct a one-year follow up with 

participants. This follow-up 
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measures what they took from 

the course and what they have 

implemented. Early data from 

the North-Central and North-

east Regions, along with some 

from the West, show that if, on 

average, a short course has 30 

participants, five of those will 

enroll land in a farm bill pro-

gram such as CRP, EQIP or 

WHIP. Additionally, each course 

participant, on average, goes 

out and influences 100 acres 

in a way that supports pollina-

tor conservation, such as crop 

consulting, extension work, or 

work with landowners in reduc-

ing pesticide use or tillage 

practices. Aggregating these 

numbers across 50 states 

demonstrates an average of 

3,000 acres influenced per 

state. 

 In addition to Xerces Society 

staff, the short courses bring in 

local speakers such as an 

NRCS state biologist or local 

university researcher to give 

presentations. The training is 

very much nuts and bolts; with 

information on how to use fed-

eral programs and on-the-

ground methods for imple-

menting habitat conservation 

practices on working farms. 

Each participant receives a 

training toolkit with NRCS docu-

ments relevant to the region 

outlining conservation programs 

and practices, information on 

selecting wildflowers for pollina-

tor conservation and farm man-

agement guidelines for conserv-

ing native pollinators. They also 

receive a 400 page full-color 

Xerces Society textbook. Lastly, 

participants have an opportunity 

to purchase or win in a raffle the 

SARE book òManaging Alterna-

tive Pollinators,ó written by 

Mader. 

 As Mader points out, there is 

an amazing diversity of native 

bee species in the U.S. (over 

4,000), and these incredibly effi-

cient crop pollinators have been 

overlooked by the conservation 

and agriculture communities. He 

and his team have found SARE 

support very important in in-

creasing recognition of the im-

portance of native pollinators to 

American agriculture and crop 

productivity. There are still up-

coming short courses in the 

West; to learn about locations, 

dates and more details, visit 

www.xerces.org/events. 

 To download or purchase 

òManaging Alternative Pollina-

tors,ó visit the webstore at 

www.sare.org. Many of the train-

ing materials can be found on 

the Xerces Society website, 

www.xerces.org, using their map

-based database. 

é continued from page 1 

ò Without exception 
the [Pollinator 

Conservation Planning] 
short courses in the 

West have been 
fantastic for us and for 
the participants.ó 

 
ñ Eric Mader, 

 Assistant Pollinator 
Program Director, 

Xerces Society 

PROJECT WINS NATIONAL  RECOGNITION  (continued) 
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www.extension.usu.edu/

behave/htm/learning-tools/

economics-of-behavior. 

 According to a follow-up 

survey, recipients rated materi-

als 4.2 of 5 in terms of quality. 

Materials helped them learn 

the information quickly (4 of 5) 

and would enable them to 

teach others about techniques 

highlighted in the videos (4.2 

of 5). 

 The project was developed 

and created by Beth Burritt, 

Utah State University Area 

Rangeland Agent and Kathy 

Voth, Research Associate at 

Utah State University and 

owner of Livestock for Land-

scapes. For more information 

contact Beth Burritt at 435-

245-4736 or 

beth.burritt@usu.edu.  

interviews with researchers, 

producers and economists. 

The CD contains fact sheets, 

discussion questions, exam-

ples, articles and spread-

sheets for each video to help 

users implement each 

method, understand their 

economic benefits and teach 

others about benefits of under-

standing livestock behavior. 

 To date, 950 DVD\CD sets 

have been mailed to NRCS 

personnel and Extension 

Agents in 12 western states. It 

is also available online at 

http://

http://www.xerces.org/events
http://www.sare.org
http://www.xerces.org
http://www.extension.usu/behave/htm/learning-tools/economics-of-behavior
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Micronesia: 

 

Professional Development 

Program Grant: EW11-001, 

òTraining in Marine 

Ornamental Farming for 

Extension Professionals in 

Micronesia,ó Principal 

Investigator: Simon Ellis, 

$51,050.  

 

Montana: 

 

Producer Grant: FW11-024, 

òOrganic Control of Perennial 

Weeds With Vinegar and 

Biologicals,ó Principal 

Investigator: Jess Alger, 

$20,790.  

Professional + Producer Grant: 

OW11-326, òDeveloping 

Community Based Oilseed 

Industry in Montana,ó Principal 

Investigator: Nestor Soriano, 

$49,841.  

Research and Education 

Grant: SW11-086, òDegree 

Day Modeling and Economic 

Considerations of Insects and 

Weeds in Sheep Grazed 

Alfalfa, Grain, and Range 

Production Systems,ó Principal 

Investigator: Hayes Goosey, 

$206,700.  

Research and Education 

Grant: SW11-099, òUsing 

Cover Crop Mixtures to 

Improve Soil Health in Low 

Rainfall Areas of the Northern 

Plains,ó Principal Investigator: 

Perry Miller, $354,405. 

Professional Development 

Program Grant: EW11-012, 

òWildlife Damage Control for 

Traditional and Organic 

Farmers ð Tools for Trainers,ó 

Principal Investigator: James E. 

Knight, $96,053. 

 

Nevada: 

 

Producer Grant: FW11-011, 

òGreat Basin Fresh Market 

Tomato Trial,ó Principal 

Investigator: Richard Lattin, 

$9,205. 

Professional Development 

Program Grant: EW11-006, 

òPeople of the Land II: 

Sustaining Agriculture on 

American Indian Lands in the 
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Four-Corners Region,ó 

Principal Investigator: Staci 

Emm, $71,057. 

 

New Mexico: 

 

Producer Grant: FW11-005, 

òPollinator Forage 

Development,ó Principal 

Investigator: Les Crowder, 

$15,000.  

Producer Grant: FW11-018, 

òCotton Gin By-Products/Dairy 

Manure Composting for Desert 

Farming,ó Principal 

Investigator: Robert Woody, 

$13,336.  

Producer Grant: FW11-021, 

òTrials and Informing Regional 

Farmers about Organic Weed 

Control Methods - Crimping an 

Over-Wintered Cover Crop into 

an 'In-Place Mulchõ,ó Principal 

Investigator: Dale Rhoads, 

$13,163.  

Producer Grant: FW11-027, 

òTesting Traditional Methods 

of Pest Mitigation,ó Principal 

Investigator: Joseph Alfaro, 

$29,434.  

Producer Grant: FW11-030, 

òPepper (Capsicum annum) 

Cultivation, Conservation, and 

Soil Ecology in Low-Input and 

Certified Organic Agricultural 

Systems,ó Principal 

Investigator: Loretta Sandoval, 

$19,585.  

Producer Grant: FW11-043, 

òAssessment of the Economic 

Viability of High-Value 

Greenhouse Production,ó 

Principal Investigator: 

Margaret Campos, $14,743. 

 

N. Marianas Islands: 

 

Producer Grant: FW11-002, 

òMitigating Production and 

Environmental Costs in Shrimp 

Farming with the Use of Bio-

floc Production Technology,ó 

Principal Investigator: 

Augustine Maratita, $15,000. 

 

Oregon: 

 

Professional Development 

Program Grant: EW11-015, 

òCreating Sustainable 

Agriculture Farmer-to-Farmer 

Networks Through Professional 

Trainings and an Agricultural 

Educator Toolkit,ó Principal 

Investigator: Melissa 

Matthewson, $99,590. 

Professional Development 

Program Grant: EW11-021, 

òThe Soil Quality Network,ó 

Principal Investigator: Teresa 

Matteson, $56,992. 

 

Washington: 

 

Producer Grant: FW11-048, 

òWaste to Worms to Eggs: 

Converting Institutional Food 

Waste into Livestock Feed 

Using Intensive Vermiculture 

Practice,ó Principal 

Investigator: Bryan Hardina, 

$15,000.  

Graduate Student Grant: 

GW11-005, òCombining Trap 

Cropping with Companion 

Planting to Maximize Control of 

the Crucifer Flea Beetle in 

Organic Mixed Vegetable 

Farms,ó Principal Investigator: 

Joyce Parker, $8,270. 

Professional + Producer Grant:  

OW11-315, òComposted Horse 

Manure and Stall Bedding Pilot 

Project,ó Principal Investigator: 

Caitlin Price, $39,410. 

Research and Education 

Grant: SW11-072, òSelecting 

Management Practices and 

Cover Crops for Reducing 

Tillage, Enhancing Soil Quality, 

and Managing Weeds in 

Western WA Organic Vegetable 

Farms,ó Principal Investigator: 

Douglas Collins, $196,626. 

 

Wyoming: 

 

Graduate Student Grant: 

GW11-007, òImpacts of Age on 

Residual Feed Intake and Its 

Effect on Reproductive 

Parameters and Profitability in 

Ewes,ó Principal Investigator: 

Rebecca Cockrum, $24,990.  

é continued from page 3 
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I n March 2011, the Western 

Administrative Council (AC) 

and staff met for 1.5 days of 

strategic planning and priority-

setting; ending the session 

with five new initiatives for the 

program to undertake over the 

next few years. The AC drew 

from the long list of potential 

changes to grants programs 

and new tasks provided by the 

700+ participants in seven 

Subregional Conferences. 

These participants discussed 

and prioritized the needs of 

their subregion that they 

desired Western SARE to 

address. (Please see http://

www.westernsare.org/

Conferences/Subregional-

Stakeholder-Conferences for 

the lists of each subregionõs 

needs and issues). After long 

discussions about these 

prioritized needs, the AC voted 

for the top ten and then the 

top five. 

 The top five include: 

1. Develop a targeted Call 

for Proposals for specific 

research on the costs and 

benefits of social and 

environmental factors in 

sustainable agriculture. 

2. Develop an individualized 

method to work with all 

underserved groups, 

potentially a targeted Call 

for Proposals. 

3. Develop Call for Proposals 

emphases or targeted Call 

for Proposals for research 

on water policy that would 

work at the watershed 

scale, at which we 

transcend management 

entities and include 

consideration of food 

production, environmental 

and social factors. 

4. Develop sponsorship, 

within the next five years, 

of an agriculture 

infrastructure conference. 

5. Explore mechanisms to 

organize and fund a 

Natural Occupations 

Benefiting the Land and 

Economics (NOBLE) 

speakerõs bureau, with 

special emphasis on 

outreach to schools. 

 

 Other top-ranked priorities 

are: 

1. Develop a stronger 

emphasis on sustainable 

energy in Western SARE 

Calls for Proposals. 

2. Develop a targeted Call 

for Proposals to create an 

online reference guide on 

food safety issues for 

producers (for small and 

large farms) and to have a 

checklist for those using 

the guide. 

3. Develop a mechanism 

requiring confirmation 

from producers listed as 

project participants in 

grant proposals. 

4. Develop targeted Call for 

Proposals for new and/or 

young farmer on-farm 

training in sustainable 

agriculture. With the farm 

later serving as a demo 

site for K-12 students. 

5. Develop a fact sheet on 

all benefits of buying 

local. 

 The Administrative Council 

and staff are very clear that all 

priorities and needs that the 

participants brought forth are 

worthy of future discussion 

and consideration. 

 The AC also discussed the 

fact that funding mechanisms 

for policy change was 

important to many of the 

conference participants. 

Unfortunately, as a USDA 

program, SARE cannot fund 

policy change (lobbying) 

projects. The AC and staff 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNCIL  SELECTS FUTURE 
PRIORITIES: Stakeholder Feedback Sets the Stage 

continued on page 7 

In March 2011, the 
Western SARE 

Administrative Council 
met and came up with 
five new initiatives to 

undertake over the next 
few years. These 

initiatives came from a 
list of  potential changes 
and tasks provided by 

the participants in seven 
different Subregional 
Conferences previously 
hosted by the Western 

SARE program. 

California Subregional Conference Table          photo by Ron Daines 

Pacific Subregional Conference Participants Listen         photo by Ron Daines 
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encourage stakeholders in the 

subregions to get involved in 

organizations such as Western 

SAWG (westernsawg.org), the 

National Sustainable 

Agriculture Coalition 

(sustainableagriculture.net) 

and other local/regional 

advocacy organizations. 

 At the same meeting, two 

other items that emerged from 

the subregional conferences 

were discussed at length and 

will be considered further: 

1. Follow-up funding (past 

the initial 3-4 years) for 

exceptional, òall three 

legs of sustainability,ó 

projects; 

2. Funding of special òR&E-

plusó proposals that 

include several 

disciplines, including 

economists, social 

scientists and strong 

extension outreach. 

 

Research on costs and 

benefits of social and 

environmental factors in 

sustainable ag 

 The need for a better 

economic analysis was one of 

the top ranked priorities under 

Question 4 ð Types of Projects 

to Help Economically Sustain 

Farming. The AC articulated a 

fundamental need for true cost 

accounting to include the 

social and environmental costs 

and benefits of sustainable 

agriculture. With this 

knowledge, producers could 

apply this practical level 

accounting when making 

decisions for their farm or 

ranch. 

 

Individualized method to work 

with underserved groups 

 It was acknowledged at 

every subregional conference 

that there is much more that 

Western SARE can do to reach 

socially disadvantaged farmers 

and ranchers in our region. 

The AC and staff discussed the 

lack of knowledge of who are 

the community leaders to 

reach out to, the need for 

more grant-writing assistance, 

trust and legitimacy in 

different communities and the 

fact that if SARE wants to 

remove cultural barriers, we 

must include people from 

those groups when discussing 

the barriers. Also discussed 

was the effectiveness of 

releasing targeted Call for 

Proposals for underserved 

communities prior to building 

trust and name recognition. It 

became apparent that 

Western SARE first needed to 

better identify community 

leaders/non-profits and then 

develop individualized 

methods for continuously 

reaching out to different 

groups. 

 

Research on water policy that 

would work at the watershed 

scale 

 The issue of water quantity 

and quality was raised at many 

of the subregional 

conferences. We know that 

water is needed in the West to 

make farming survive; at the 

same time Western SARE is 

limited in how we can address 

this. Policy analysis is one area 

that we can address. 

 

Agriculture infrastructure 

conference 

 The AC defined 

infrastructure as processing, 

distribution, local community 

kitchens, mobile harvesting 

facilities and physical 

processing. Again, policy is 

part of the problem. It was 

discussed that if Western 

SARE canõt provide the bricks 

and mortar for infrastructure, 

perhaps we can fund a 

workshop that teaches 

farmers and agency 

representatives about the 

challenges and what they can 

do. Other groups to partner 

with were also discussed. 

 

NOBLE: Outreach to schools 

 Reaching out to youth was 

another top need according to 

participants at many of the 

subregional conferences; 

reconnecting youth to food and 

farming. One of the comments 

from the Guam subregional 

conference was to òmake 

farming a noble profession.ó 

The AC discussed introducing 

children to producers in the 

community and showing them 

that farming and ranching are 

noble professions. A speakersõ 

bureau was determined to be 

the best method that Western 

SARE could coordinate. 

 

Process 

 Western SARE sponsored 

seven subregional conferences 

in Guam (October 2007), 

Albuquerque, NM (June 2008), 

Hawaii (September 2008), 

Cheyenne, WY (October 2008), 

Spokane, WA (March 2009), 

Visalia, CA (December 2009) 

and Fairbanks, AK (March 

2010).  The purpose of these 

conferences was to: 

¶ Identify and prioritize 

emerging and unmet 

research and education 

needs in sustainable 
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Western SARE 
sponsored seven 

separate Subregional 
Conferences in Guam 

(October 2007), 
Albuquerque, NM 

(June 2008), Hawaii 
(September 2008), 

Cheyenne, WY 
(October 2008), 
Spokane, WA 

(March 2009), and 
Fairbanks, AK 
(March 2010). 
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P rofessional Development 

Program Grants 

 

 These grants focus on 

training agricultural 

professionals to help them 

spread knowledge about 

sustainable agriculture 

concepts and practices. PDP 

Grants are limited to $60,000 

for single-state proposals, 

while proposals with 

meaningful involvement from 

more than one state can apply 

for up to $100,000. Grants 

can run for up to three years, 

with the final year to be 

focused on project evaluation. 

Proposals are due November 

4, 2011, 4 pm MDT. Proposals 

will be reviewed by a technical 

panel in January 2012, and 

the Western SARE 

Administrative Council will 

select proposals for funding in 

March 2012. 

 

P roducer Grants 

 

 These one- to three-year 

grants are conducted by 

agricultural producers with 

support and guidance from a 

technical advisor. Individual 

farmers or ranchers may apply 

for up to $15,000, and a group 

of three or more producers 

may apply for up to $25,000. 

TH E  AD M IN IST R AT IVE  CO UN C IL  OF T HE  
WE ST E RN SARE PROG R AM A NNO UN CE S 
T H E  CAL L  FOR PROP O SAL S F OR 2012 

Producers typically use their 

grants to conduct on-site 

experiments that can improve 

their operations and the 

environment and can be 

shared with other producers. 

Grant recipients may also 

focus on marketing and 

organic production. Proposals 

are due December 2, 2011, 5 

pm MST. A technical review 

will be held in January 2012, 

and proposals will be selected 

for funding in March 2012. 

 

P rofessional + Producer 

Grants 

 

 These one- to three-year 

grants are similar in concept to 

the Producer Grants with a few 

key differences. Instead of a 

producer serving as the project 

coordinator, an agricultural 

professional ð Cooperative 

Extension educator or Natural 

Resources Conservation 

Service professional, etc. ð 

coordinates the project. A 

farmer or rancher serves as 

the project advisor. Applicants 

can seek up to $50,000 and 

must have at least five 

producers involved. Proposals 

are due December 2, 2011, 5 

pm MST. A technical review 

will be held in January 2012, 

and proposals will be selected 

for funding in March 2012. 

 

Applying for a Western SARE 

grant is a simple step-by-step 

process. Please read each 

grant's specific requirements, 

timeline and writing tips. Tips 

and other helpful documents 

are also posted on the website 

under òHelpful Documents.ó 

 

After reading the information, 

you may be ready to submit 

your application. You will need 

to sign up for an online 

submittal account.  

 

If you have questions, feel free 

to contact the Western SARE 

office or your state SARE 

coordinator. 

 

 

 Calls for Proposals 

can be found at: 

 

https://wsaregrants.us

u.edu/grants/  

 

under òApply for a 

Grant, Helpful 

Documents.ó  

N E W SI T E  OP E N S D O O R T O  SU S TA I N A B L E 
A G R I C U LT U R E GR A N T S A N D  I N F O R M AT I O N  

ability to navigate seamlessly 

between it, other regional sites 

and the national outreach site 

to find a wealth of information 

about where America's farm-

ers, ranchers and ag profes-

sionals live and work. A state-

of-the-art search function 

makes it easier than ever to 

find grant information and dig 

deep into SARE's library of 

educational materials, data-

base of research projects and 

calendar of sustainable ag 

events. 

 And all sites are mobile-

device friendly and offer a bare

-bones mirror site for people 

with slow internet connections 

at http://low.westernsare.org. 

You can share Western SARE, 

too, with RSS, Facebook, Twit-

ter and other share functions. 

 Grant applications and Call 

for Proposals can still be found 

at www.wsaregrants.usu.edu. 

  

G rant information, profiles 

of cutting-edge, on-farm 

research, state and protector-

ate activities, conference pro-

ceedings, videos, books, and 

much more ð it's all available 

with a click of your mouse at 

the Western Sustainable Agri-

culture Research and Educa-

tion program's (SARE) new 

website: http://

westernsare.org. 

 Visit our site for regional in-

formation and also have the 

Follow Western 
SARE on Twitter at: 
twitter.com/westernsare 

https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PDP.pdf
https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PDP.pdf
https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PDP.pdf
https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PG.pdf
https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PG.pdf
https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PPG.pdf
https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PPG.pdf
https://wsaregrants.usu.edu/grants/docs/CFP_PPG.pdf
http://low.westernsare.org
http://www.wsaregrants.usu.edu
http://westernsare.org
http://westernsare.org


Simply Susta inable Page 9 

AC SE L E C T S FU T U R E PR I O R I T I E S (continued) 

education and 

development projects will 

be necessary over the 

next 10 years to help 

economically sustain 

farming and the 

environment? 

5. If Western SARE received 

(from Congress) an 

additional $1 million or 

more per region, what 

types of projects should 

be targeted or 

emphasized? 

6. How can we 

(Western SARE) 

overcome 

barriers that 

may prevent 

underserved 

groups, 

including 

socially 

disadvantaged 

groups, from 

applying for 

and receiving 

SARE funding? 

 Priorities 

that arose from 

roundtable 

discussions 

around each of 

the six 

questions were 

voted on and 

ranked at each 

subregional 

conference. 

There were approximately 800 

participants, with over 8,000 

responses collected. 

 The AC started their 

deliberations with 47 

responses (8 to 10 responses 

under each of the six burning 

questions).  During discussions 

and voting, the AC narrowed 

down to the top 18, then the 

top 10. On the second 

morning, each AC member 

brought forth a motion that 

then led to the top five 

unanimously accepted. 

 In addition to setting the 

stage for the future planning 

effort, the input from the 

subregional participants led to 

the priorities focused on in a 

special Call for Proposals 

released in each subregion. 

The AC also recognized that 

some of the ideas regarding 

increased outreach had been 

met by increasing the 

Communications Specialistõs 

contract to full-time. 

 

Next Steps 

 The Western SARE staff met 

in-person May 10-12 to form 

work plans to implement the 

directives from the AC. The AC 

will consider staff 

recommendations and the 

timeline at their August 

meeting and will remain 

engaged through participation 

on needed subcommittees. 

Western SARE is committed to 

regularly updating all 

subregional conference 

participants and other 

stakeholders.  

food, fiber and energy 

systems. 

¶ Increase stakeholder and 

policyholder awareness of 

the past 

accomplishments of the 

Western SARE program 

and its projects. 

 Conference attendees were 

past SARE grant recipients and 

a wide range of invited 

stakeholders. Farmers, 

ranchers, scientists, extension 

agents/educators, non-

governmental organizationsõ 

employees, agency staff and 

others answered these six key 

questions over the course of 

one-and-a-half days: 

1. What will be needed to 

create stronger local and 

regional food systems 

that are less reliant on 

imports from elsewhere? 

2. What are the local and 

regional consumption and 

production trends in your 

local area? 

3. The SARE program was 

commissioned, by 

Congress, to get its 

research results to the 

farmer and rancher. How 

can this process be 

improved? 

4. What type of research, 
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Subregional Conference 
attendees were past 

SARE grant recipients 
and a wide range of  
invited stakeholders. 
Overall, there were 
approximately 800 

participants, with over 
8,000 responses 

collected. 


